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= ongratulations
to James Slechta
and Josette

d’Entremont for correctly
identifying the June/July
mystery light as Cape
Saint Mary’s, in Digby
County. The current con-
crete replaced the lovely
original wooden tower in
1969.

Send your guesses for
this issue’s Mystery Light
to The Editor, The Light-
keeper, clo  Maritime
Museum of the Atlantic, 1675 Lower Water Street, Hali-
fax, Nova Scotia B3J 153 or e-mail ketch1 @eastlink .ca.

THE June/JuLy MYSTERY LIGHT
AT CAPE SAINT MARY’s. NOTE
THE DIAPHONE JUST UNDER THE
LANTERN. KELLY ANNE LOUGHERY/
CANADIAN C0oAST GUARD

‘WHERE IS THIS LIGHT? JOSETTE D’ ENTREMONT



LITTLE HOPE FOR LEONCE: ONE
LIGHTKEEPER’S JOURNEY FROM A

ROCKPILE TO SNUG HARBOUR
Chris Mills

arvey Leonce Huskins is a man of many stories.
Hlt’s hardly surprising, considering his experi-

ences as a lightkeeper on one of the most remote
and inhospitable rock piles off the Nova Scotia coast.
In 1942, a young Leonce spent a month on Little Hope
Island, just off the Seaside Adjunct of Kejimkujik National
Park, south of Port Mouton. The island is little more than
a ragged cluster of rocks struggling to stay above sea
level.

The government of the day established a small
wooden combined lighthouse/dwelling on the island in
1865. Keeper Alexander MacDonald, who arrived in
1872, often gathered his family in the basement of the
structure, as the sea hurled massive boulders over the
island.

When the wooden tower burned down in 1906,
the Department of Marine and Fisheries built a state-of-
the-art buttressed concrete tower, soaring 30m (98 feet)
above the rocks. Workers topped the whole affair with a
massive first order lantern and lens. The keepers lived in
a house at the tower’s base — hunkering down in the fall
and winter as storms swept clean across Little Hope.

After his inaugural month on the island, Leonce
returned in 1946 for another hitch. Although he later
went on to other work, lightkeeping had gotten under his
skin, and in 1954, Leonce, his wife Marion, and their son
Robin moved to Spectacle Island in Port Mouton Har-
bour. Six years later the family moved to Battery Point in
Lunenburg, where Leonce retired in 1987.

But back in 1942, Leonce’s lightkeeping journey
was about to begin as he headed for Little Hope to tend
the light with keeper Frank Langille:

Well, it all started in 1942. They needed a helper on Little
Hope. Later on it was called an assistant because the gov-
ernment paid ‘em. [In 1942] there was no money to pay
‘em so they used to feed us. The island is off the end of
Port Mouton Island, and
it’s a god-forsaken rock
that nobody shoulda been
onto!

It was so small
a bad storm washed right
across it. Not in 42, but
in ’46, when I was back
onto it, my brother was on
there with the keeper, and
they forecast a storm. So,

LittLE Hope ISLAND cIrca 1930.
DFO/CANADIAN COAST GUARD

they hauled the two dories
up on the verandah and
made ‘em fast. There was
huge oil tanks outside next
to the house and there was
an alleyway about 60 feet
long, from the house to the
lighthouse so you didn’t
have to go outside. After
the storm was over, the
dories was gone, the veran-
dah was gone, that alley-
way was gone, and them
tanks full of oil was gone!

The head keeper,
he was in bed and my
brother was on watch at
night, and he heard a crash,
and he ran into the bedroom
where the keeper was, and
a big rock come through the window. They had to carry it
out through the door to get it outside!

Heavy weather also created other challenges for
Little Hope's keepers, as Leonce found out one night as he
and Frank prepared to light up at dusk.

We had to carry oil up every night for the old
system that burned the light. There was a bucket of oil in
the lantern almost full. I was crankin’ up my weights and
I said to Frank, “Why did you kick that bucket for?”

He said “I didn’t kick it, why?”

“Well,” I said, “the oil’s sloppin’ out!”

“Oh,” he said. “The light’s movin’ that much!”

I said “Man, you’re crazy!”

But it did. The light was swayin’ enough that it
slopped that oil outta that bucket!

Frank and Leonce were also responsible for
an explosive acetylene fog signal which they operated
during thick weather. Despite the inherent danger of such
an apparatus, Leonce’s brother (who also worked as a
keeper on the island) decided to try an “experiment” with
the fog signal one day.

THIS CONCRETE TOWER REPLACED

THE ORIGINAL LITTLE Hope
LIGHTHOUSE IN 1906. DFO/
CANADIAN CoAST GUARD

LittLE HOPE FROM THE WATER DURING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
SECOND LIGHTHOUSE IN 1906. DFO/CANADIAN COAST GUARD



MariIoN, ReEBEccA AND LEONCE HuskINs. CHRris MILLS

When I went on the first time with that there, I
said “I’ll never be able to stand that noise!” And I wasn’t
there five minutes and I had to listen to see if it was goin’!
It sounded like a dynamite explosion. Just the same as a
cannon. She exhausted out through the roof. Anyway, my
brother and the fella that was on with him, they were a
pair of hellions and they decided to see what a baseball
would do in the fog gun. They crawled up on the roof and
dropped a softball into her when she was goin’. I guess
the softball’s still goin’ and so’s the exhaust!

The “hellions” also enjoyed a challenge on the
water.

They used to go out, the pair of them, in a dory
and ride the seas when the wind was comin’ from one
way and the sea was comin’ from the other. They’d go
up as high as a house and first thing the sea would come
out from under ‘em —down they would go, upset the dory
—they’d crawl back in and go at it again!

Games aside, landing on Little Hope was tricky
and dangerous at the best of times. Given the light’s
exposed location and quickly changing weather, the sea
could be flat calm one moment, and a boiling cauldron the
next.

You had to have it perfect. I went on there in *46
and they was repairin’ the light. I went on to help first,
with the intentions of when they repaired the light that I'd
get a job on there. My brother had a 46 foot boat and he
took all the supplies down. We had a winch to haul eve-
rything up the landing, a flat-head, two headed Pontiac.
Frank, the Head Keeper, he ran that and I stood next to
him to signal when they wanted to go ahead. Well, they
landed a bunch of stuff and a fellow went to put some
stuff on the sled attached to the winch line. The signal was
when they wanted him to go ahead you put your hand up.
Well, he lost his footin’ and went down in the landing. Up
went his arm! Frank had that Pontiac runnin’ about half
open. He dropped the clutch and ran over the fellow’s leg
and broke his leg. They blamed it on Frank, but it was no
fault of his, ‘cause I was standin’ right next to him.
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They got the stuff landed and they asked Frank
to take the mail out to the boat, to send it ashore. He took
it out and they offered him a cup of coffee while he was
aboard the boat. He had a cup of coffee and then he said
“It’s getting’ rough!” and he jumped in the dory. Every
third sea there was a calm one. He counted seas and
counted seas and he said “I’m goin’ anyway.”

I was there with a hook, ready to hook on the
dory. He got in and dropped the oars and jumped over-
board and let the dory go. Smashed the oars and he swam
ashore. And that’s what it was like getting a boat in on
Little Hope!.

In between his two stints on Little Hope, Leonce
served overseas in the Second World War. In 1954, a posi-
tion came up on Spectacle Island, just off his home in
South West Port Mouton. Leonce, his wife Marion and
their son Robin moved out to the island, where the quality
of life was a far cry from that on Little Hope.

Spectacle Island is about half a mile from Cart-
er’s Beach. It was a good island. It had a good landin’ It
had a good little harbour. You had to walk from the har-
bour across the marsh, across the hill through the woods I
built a plank walk 600 feet long, four planks wide to go to
the house. That’s where the young fella learned to drive a
bicycle, on that walk!

The Huskins had a two story house near the little
wooden tower on Spectacle Island. There was no elec-
tricity, although a Delco battery in the basement allowed
operation of a two-way radio. The lighthouse held a small
dioptric lens with a two-wick burner which Leonce lit at
dusk and extinguished at dawn. The station also had a
bellows-operated hand fog horn used to answer the occa-
sional call from a vessel in the fog. And on one occasion,
there was a call from another source.

LeoNceE HUSKINS WITH HIS COLLECTION OF RADIOS. CHRIS MILLS

One night, oh, it was foggy! So close to rain. I
went out and I heard a heavy diesel runnin’. It sounded
like he was goin’ ahead and goin’ back. I figured some-
thing had ran ashore over towards Summerville, so I



SPECTACLE ISLAND TODAY. COURTESY SPECTACLE LIGHT SOCIETY

ran up to the light, and he blew his horn again. I got the
horn out and I answered him. He kept blowin’ and I kept
answerin’.

I had nothin’ on. My wife brought me up some
clothes and I stood behind the light answerin’ that horn.
After I while I said “This is not doin’ me no good, ‘nor
him either. If he’s ashore I can’t help him. So I’m goin’ to
bed!”

So I left and went to bed. In the mornin’ we come
off the island to see what it was. What do you suppose it
was?

It wasn’t a boat! The railroad ran across Summer-
ville Beach and there was a train goin’ east that night,
and he blew an engine. He called Halifax and another one
come up to pick him up, a wrecker. And that’s what I was
blowin’ the horn at!

I must have blew that horn three or four hours...
too long, I’ll tell you! But everybody got a good laugh out
of it, anyway!

The years passed and life went on fairly unevent-
Jully for the Huskins. But there were always reminders
that lightkeepers lived in an exposed and sometimes dan-
gerous environment. Leonce was never keen on thunder
and lightning, and he got his fill early one morning when
the sky lit up.

It was just breakin’ daylight good. Thunder and
lightnin’ — I was always scared of it and I asked my wife
and the young fella if they was gonna get up. No, they
wasn’t gonna get up, so I dressed and started downstairs. I
Just got on the landing half way down when it hit. It shook
me, it drove me sideways and them fellas got ahead of me
before I got to the bottom of the steps!

When we got down there, the kitchen was filled
full of smoke. I ran for the basement ‘cause I thought it
was the Delco battery. That was all clear. But along the
wall the northern side, there was a cot. Every morning
when I finished my breakfast I used to lay down onto it.
That cot was out across the kitchen floor! The lightning
had hit there, and ran along to the south’ard and lifted the

shingles up just the same as if you took a crowbar -- never
broke ‘em -- and went through to the hand pump for the
cistern and went to ground. But on the way across it burnt
through a tube of toothpaste and it burnt across a can of
cure ointment!

In the late ‘50s and early ‘60s, automation began
to catch up with many small harbour lights across Nova
Scotia. Spectacle Island was no exception, and in January,
1961, the Huskins moved to Battery Point in Lunenburg.
Here they had road access to all the amenities of town,
and Leonce could even drive to the lighthouse along the
wooden breakwater than connected it to the mainland.

With the help of an assistant, Leonce maintained
the small electric light and fired up the compressor for the
Jog horn when the weather shut in. In 1960s, there was no
question that lightkeepers and their lights and horns were
crucial for mariners, even in small harbours.

Before we got the full automation, when the
power went off you had to run from the house to the
lighthouse and if you was lucky enough that it happened
when the assistant was there, one fella would go up and
change the light and the other fella would start the com-
pressor for the horn.

We was there one night — my nephew was with
me then — and it was dirty. It was a snowstorm and the
power went off. We went out and drove ‘er down. I had

BATTERY POINT IN 2005. CHris MiLLs
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BATTERY POINT FROM THE WATER IN THE 1970s. DFO/CANADAIAN COAST GUARD

showed him how to change the light, so he went for the
light and I started the compressor. I had just got things
goin’ and he run down. “There’s a boat comin!”

We had we got ‘er goin’ in time that he heard the
horn. He couldn’t see the light, but he heard the horn and
when he went by the end of the breakwater I could have
threw one of my dogs aboard! It was an American drag-
ger. They used to come in there for a breeze. If we hadn’t
been there, he’d have been in a rockpile!

But automation was on the way, and it changed
forever the keepers job and way of life. Main lights oper-
ated 24 hours a day. Fog detectors sent probing beams
into the murk, automatically triggering horns in fog and
snow. New electronic emitters replaced the old air horns.
But they didn’t necessarily do a better job than the old
technology. In the early ‘70s the Coast Guard installed
a 400 watt Stone Chance horn at the end of the Battery
Point breakwater. The electronic horn had a curious tone
and a downsweep that took some getting used to.

The people in Lunenburg said it sounded like an
old cow bawlin’! When they put the electric ones in, they
was gonna put a set facing out to sea, and a set facing up
town. Well, the people howled so bad up town, that they
didn’t put it there! The one pointing out to sea, the way
it was situated, there was times that you got echoes. And
you couldn’t tell the echo from the real thing.

Mel Langille come in one day with the Cape
Eagle and ran ashore! He was runnin’ for the echo and he
ran ashore. My young fella was in his bedroom. He come
runnin’ out.

He said “There’s a boat ashore!”

I said “You’re crazy!”

But we looked out the back window and you could see
the spars of ‘er. But it was high tide and he backed her
off,’cause he wasn’t runnin’ full speed, ‘cause he knew
where he was, or at least thought he did!

The years passed. Leonce and his family enjoyed
summer visits with tourists from all over. Even with auto-
mation, there were still buildings to paint and lawns to
mow, and other chores that come up in the run of a light-
house keeper’s day. When Leonce and Marion took time
off, their daughter Rebecca filled in as relief keeper, keep-
ing an eye on the light and horn.

In 1987, de-staffing came knocking again. Leonce
and Marion packed up their belongings and moved back
to Southwest Port Mouton. But 22 years later, Leonce
says he doesn’t regret one moment of his lightkeeping life.

I’d been on the water all my life, or around it. All
my brothers except one was fishermen, and I was fishin’.
Well, what was I gonna leave it for? Getting a lighthouse
is close as you’d get to it, and you’re getting’ paid for it!
What I liked about it, you knew how much work you had
to do every year. You had an inspector come in the spring.
You had him come in the fall. As long as your work was
done, you didn’t have somebody lookin’ down the back
of your neck.

And would he do it all again?

Oh, I guess I would! Even at my age, I'd go back
onto one of them places some quick!

[ interviewed Leonce Huskins at his home in South West
Port Mouton in May, 2009. Special thanks to his wife
Marion and daughter Rebecca for their hospitality during
my visit.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Betty Island

The power of the sea has once again stripped siding from
the recently repaired Betty’s Island lighthouse near Ter-
ence Bay. A view from seaward reveals that most of the
southern exposure of the almost 30 year-old wooden
tower is down to the sheathing. Notices to Mariners also
reported the light and horn were extinguished in late
October. The Coast Guard made a number of helicopter
visits to the island during October, likely to service the
navaids, and possibly to assess damage to the tower.

Boar’s Head

September was a busy month at Boar’s Head on Long
Island. DFO hired Halifax-based Clean Earth Technolo-
gies to clean up soil reportedly tainted with lead. The DFO
says years of lead paint application led to contamination
of the soil surrounding the wooden lighthouse overlook-
ing Petite Passage.



Workers removed approximately 1,000 tonnes of
soil, which officials say exceeded “risk-based criteria”.
The soil was then trucked down the narrow and wind-
ing lightstation access road to the ferry, where the trucks
crossed to Digby Neck. The soil was then washed at
Clean Earth’s facilities. Trucks then brought new soil in,
and workers hydro-seeded the area around the lighthouse.

Barry

Tiverton  and
Central Grove
Heritage Asso-
ciation  hopes
this work will
pave the way
for his group
to assume care
of the light.
Buckman says
the site will be
open for public
access if the group’s agreement with DFO is renewed.

Buckman says the association’s goal is to acquire
the lighthouse property, but this plan is still up in the air
because of confusion over the exact terms of the soon-to-
be-enacted Lighthouse Protection Act. He says the associ-
ation plans to go ahead with interpretive panels next year,
and will develop parking and turn-off areas for visitors.

Ed’s note: Although we’re pleased to see forward
movement at this site, we wonder about the efficiency and
cost of removing so much soil from the lightstation. DFO
officials say the $216,000 project was necessary, but in
real terms, we wonder how many hands-ful of dirt most
visitors eat when they visit a lighthouse site.

BoaR’s HEAD IN 1984. ONLY THE TOWER AND
FOG ALARM BUILDING REMAIN TODAY. KELLY
ANNE LoUGHERY/CANADIAN C0OAST GUARD

Canso Range

The Coast Guard has completed refurbishing the Canso
Range lights. New vinyl siding looks almost exactly like
wooden shingles and preserves the heritage look of these
fine towers.

Caveau Point

The Coast Guard is presently refurbishing this little rear
range light in Cheticamp.

Cape Forchu

Yarmouth’s famous “apple core” lighthouse will receive
major dollars next year as part of the federal government’s
“stimulus” plan. We’ll have more details in a future issue
of The Lightkeeper.

Cape North

Work crews are gearing up to demolish the Cape North
Lighthouse on Money Point, Cape Breton. The almost
30-year-old tower was badly damaged last winter and has
been rotting for years.

Five Islands

The Five Islands lighthouse was open to the public again
this summer, in its new location at the end of Broder-
ick Lane. Gloria Lewis of the Five Islands Lighthouse
Society describes the season as “fairly good”, although
the park has not yet been developed, aside from a few
shrubs planted around the tower. Lighthouse Day on
July 25th drew a good crowd despite a wet start, and the
group raised more than $1,000 for the lighthouse. “Every-
one’s working very hard for [the lighthouse], Gloria says,
but she adds that the site badly needs signage and other
improvements such as picnic tables.

Georges Island Open to the Masses

In June, Parks
Canada opened
Georges Island in
Halifax Harbour
to the public for
the second year in
a row. Dale (Mat-
thews) Veinot
{ joined the crowd
to share her expe-
riences as a light-
keeper’s daugh-
ter on the island
during the 1940s
and 50s. Intrepid NSLPS member Josette d’Entremont
helped out as well, spreading the good word about the
society. Georges Island played a major role in Halifax Har-
bour defence and navigation. The island’s first lighthouse
shone out over the harbour in 1876, and its last keeper left
in 1972. The
keeper’s
house still
stands, and
although
it has been
semi-sta-
bilized, the
structure
needs major
restoration
work.

DALE (MATTHEWS) VEINOT GREW UP ON
GEORGES ISLAND. JOSETTE D’ ENTREMONT

A YOUNG DALE MATTHEWS ON GEORGES ISLAND
IN THE 1940s. Courtesy DALE (MATTHEWS) VEINOT
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Havre Boucher

The Havre Boucher Range lights are being repaired. At
least one of the wooden towers is badly infested with car-
penter ants.

Horton Bluff Lives Again

NSLPS member Raye Myles is constructing a summer
home based on the plans for the second (1883) Horton
Bluff lighthouse. We’ll have a full-length feature on this
amazing labour of love in the December Lightkeeper.

Raye MyLes’  “HortoN
BLUFF’ LIGHTHOUSE TAKES
SHAPE IN 2009. RaYE MYLES

THE PICTURESQUE 1883 HorTON
BLUFF LIGHTHOUSE. CHRIS MILLS
COLLECTION

Louisbourg Celebrates 275th Birthday

It was big year for Canada’s first lighthouse. The Louis-
bourg Light turned 275 and Parks Canada threw a party in
August to celebrate the milestone. Events includes cannon
firings from Lighthouse Point, harkening back to firings
on foggy days in the 18th century, a dlsplay of models of
the lighthouse and a -

presentation on eight-
eenth century naviga-
tion into the harbour |

of Louisbourg.
The current
lighthouse, com-

pleted in 1923, is in
very bad shape. The
concrete is failing,
and the whole struc-
ture needs a makeo-
ver. On the night of
August 2nd, both
the light and horn
were off in thick fog,
although the emer-
gency light was oper-
ating.

THE STATELY LOUISBOURG LIGHTHOUSE
REVEALS MUCH WEAR AND TEAR IN JULY,
2009. CHris MiLLs

Margaretsville Milestone

The Margaretsville lighthouse turned 150 in October! See
page 10 for full details.
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Paddy’s Head Stripped

Paddy’s Head and Betty’s Island are unfortunate twins.
Each light has had shingles and siding stripped from their
wooden sheathing by extreme weather. The Paddy’s Head
light has been waiting for repairs since September, 2003,
when Hurricane Juan ripped shingles off its southwestern
face. To our knowledge, no repairs have been performed
on the tower over the last six years.

Peggy’s Cove Spruced Up

It seems all it takes to nudge the federal government into
action sometimes is a little media attention. The much-
photographed Peggy’s Cove lighthouse attracts hundreds
of thousands of tourists each year. But until this summer,
the tower was starting to look pretty seedy, with peeling
paint and chunks of concrete falling from the 1915 tower.

CBC Radio reporter
Jack Julian prepared a report
about the sad state of the tower,
and the Coast Guard’s (DFQO’s)
unwillingness to paint it. Other
media outlets jumped on the
bandwagon and within days,
the feds had decided that per-
haps it would be a good idea
after all. By mid-July a local
contractor had patched up the
concrete and applied gleam-
ing white paint to the 13-metre
tower. In August, Hurricane
Bill sent massive waves crash-
ing into the beacon, but it stood
firm, with repairs and paint job
intact.

THE NEWLY-PAINTED AND
SPARKLING PEGGY’S COVE
LiGHT IN OcToBER, 2009.
CHRris MiLLs

Pictou Range

The Coast Guard has almost entirely re-built the rear
range at Pictou. Carpenter ants had done major damage
to the structure.

Pictou Grand Opening

The Grand Opening of the Northumberland Fisheries
Museum’s Lighthouse Museum & Research Centre took
place Sunday, July 12 on the picturesque Pictou water-
front.

The facsimile lighthouse next to the Hector Quay
is based on the old Caribou light, with a lantern crowning
the keeper’s dwelling.

The museum features the Irwin Collection, an
exhaustive collection of Nova Scotia lighthouse history,
interviews, photographs and artifacts. E. H. Rip Irwin is



one of the prov-
ince’s  foremost
lighthouse histori-
ans, and the found-
ing president of
the NSLPS. In the
mid 1980s, Rip
began a quest to
visit every Nova
Scotia lighthouse.
He accomplished
this goal with the
help of a sturdy
zodiac and a stout sense of adventure.

The Lighthouse Museum is open for the summer
season from 10am-6pm Monday to Saturday; admission
includes access to all three Museum sites — including the
main fisheries museum at the historic CN Station and the
lobster hatchery.

THE PICTOU LIGHTHOUSE WITHN IMAGINA-
TIVE INTERPRETIVE PANELS ON DORY SAILS.
Birr HENDERSON

Port Greville Lighthouse Still Guides The
Way
Oralee Collins, Age of Sail Museum

Our visitation is up from last year. J une-Aug our numbers
increased by about 10% and Sept saw an increase of about
30% over last Sept! This included two large bus tours
from the United States set on seeing over 50 lighthouses
in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia and a lighthouse tour-
ing group on motorcycles. Due to weather concerns this
summer our plans for touch-ups were put on hold but first
thing on our list for 2010 is a paint job for the lighthouse.
Meanwhile, the light still shines every night, beaconing
to villagers and visitors alike and recalling a time long
ago when the lighthouses truly were the keepers of our
villages.

Sandy Point Restoration Complete

Bernice Goodick of the Sandy Point Community Recrea-
tion Group is pretty happy these days. It hasn’t been an
easy battle to save the Sandy Point lighthouse, but Ber-
nice says the group now has enough money to pay off
expenses for work done on the light over the past year.
Although construction of the exterior staircase to the light
has been delayed, the base repairs, tower work and paint-
ing have all been completed.

It took many years, more than $100,000 and no
small amount of hard work to bring Sandy Point to the
point it is today. Bernice says “If we’d known it was so
much work we wouldn’t have done it. We worked so long
for the light at the end of the tunnel, when we saw the
light, we thought it must be a train!”

The group has placed interpretive panels near

the community centre, on the shore adjacent to the light.
Although visitors were down this year, those who did
make it to the light came from far and wide — Austria,
Switzerland, the U.S., Germany, and from various areas
of Canada. Bernice says a bus tour from California has
been booked for next June.

In September, people gathered to share lightkeep-
ers’ memories as part of the annual “Lights Along The
Shore” festival. Guests included Bill Ringer of Gull Rock
and Scatarie Island; Sharon Van Buskirk, whose grand-
father Harry VanBuskirk was a long-time keeper at Cape
Roseway, and Sid and Betty June Smith, who kept the
Cape Sable light from the ‘50s until the late 1970s.

The Sandy Point light is located in Shelburne
Harbour at the end of a sand bar which is exposed a low
tide. This crib light is one-of-a-kind in Nova Scotia, and
is well worth a visit.

Seal Island Needs Help — Soon

Vestiges of this once-vital lightstation remain, but the
future does not look bright for the historic Seal Island
lighthouse. De-staffed in 1990, the station includes the
1831 lighthouse, a barn built in the 1940s, the 1950s-vin-
tage radio operator’s house, and :

an engine room built in 1990. The
Coast Guard solarized the station
about a decade ago, although they
retained the generators to power the
2,000 watt electric fog horn.

This summer, Coast Guard
technicians installed new solar
panels and two small wind genera-
tors as part of a new, battery system
for the fog horn. At last word, the
batteries were on order. During a
foggy October day around Thanks-
giving, the horn was silent, and it
appeared that the fog detector was
not operating.

Until recently, students
from Acadia University used the
radio operator’s house as a base
during bird-banding activities, but
local reports indicate lead paint con-
tamination led the Coast Guard to
suspend the use of the house. Today

THE SeaL IsLanD
LIGHTS SHOWS MOULD
AND PAINT DETERIO-
RATION IN OCTOBER,
2009. Crris MiLLs

THE OLD RADIO OPERA-

it sits derelict, although it still con-
tains furniture and supplies. The
NSLPS has prepared a letter for the
Coast Guard’s Regional Director,
expressing concern about the state

TOR/ASSISTANT HOUSE
ON SEAL ISLAND NEEDS

WORK, NOW. CHRIS

Miis

of this station and hopes that the all structures will remain
pending the enactment of the Lighthouse Protection Act.
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Seal Island Lighthouse Museum
Brenda Maxwell

We had a busy summer with visitors. Many wanted to see
the light but refused to pay the $3.00 admission fee. As
we need to maintain the building and pay staff to tell the
visitors the stories of Seal Island and this area, the admis-
sion fee goes towards these costs. The ultimate experi-
ence is what it is all about. Without the stories, history
does not exist. We had a group of light house enthusiasts
arrive on a motorcoach from southern U.S. They enjoyed
seeing both the Seal Island lens and the Bon Portage lens.
This year for the “Lights Along The Shore” festival, we
had a trip to Bon Portage Island on a beautiful sunny day,
with 11 people from Western Nova Scotia and one from
Ontario.

Sheet Harbour Range

The Coast Guard is refurbishing both wooden towers at
this site.

Spectacle Island

The Spectacle Light Society is still waiting for approval
from DFO before they move ahead with plans to refurbish
and maintain the lighthouse site, off Port Mouton.

Sydney Front Range

This graceful 104-year old wooden tower ( a twin to the
lighthouse on Henry Island) will be completely refur-
bished by the Coast Guard. The rear range has been
replaced by a metal tower,

Terence Bay

Just months after Coast Guard workers repaired rot and
missing shingles at the little light on Tenant Point, Mother
Nature decided to throw her weight around. Large seas
from Hurricane Bill stripped shingles from the tower’s
seaward face in August. There is no word on plans to
repair the damage.

The Terence Bay Lighthouse Committee held
another successful Lighthouse Day this summer at Sandy
Cove, near the lighthouse.

Walton

Gerda Hudson of the Walton Area Development Associa-
tion reports a steady summer at the Walton light. In May,
local MLA John McDonnell unveiled a plaque to com-
memorate the 135th anniversary of the lighthouse (which
took place in 2008).
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SHINING BRIGHTLY: THE MARGA-
RETSVILLE LIGHTHOUSE AT 150
Ethelyn Mosher

long-standing landmark in this Bay of Fundy com-

munity, was the focal point for a celebration on
October 24- 25, marking the 150th anniversary of the con-
struction of this historic building. The lighthouse property
was deeded from a land grant by Sir Brenton Haliburton,
Chief Justice of Nova Scotia, on June 1st, 1859 and the
Margaretsville light began operation on October 25 of the
same year.

The 22-foot high tapered square wood tower
painted white with a black band has changed little over the
past 150 years. Eight lightkeepers tended the beacon from
1859 to 1963. William Early was the first keeper, serv-
ing from 1859 to 1887. The keepers included Ruth Early,
the wife of John Early, son of the first keeper. Long-time
Margaretsville resident Betty Little is the niece of the last
keeper, Gordon Aldred. She remembers it was during
his tenure from 1956-1963 that the light was upgraded
from the historic oil lamps to the electric automatic light,
which still plays an important role for traffic on the Bay
of Fundy.

“This is especially true during the summer
months with pleasure boats, draggers and gypsum boats
using these waters.” Betty says. It is interesting to note
that today the unmanned light is visited regularly by a
technician once a month. If problems arise, local residents
or fishermen advise the Coast Guard in Saint John.

A written account by the late V.J. Mody tells of
the duties of the lightkeeper, which included lighting the
light in the top of the lighthouse each evening and extin-
guishing it at dawn. In the early twentieth century, the
light was powered by eight large red lamps with brass
reflectors. These, she writes, had to be cleaned and pol-
ished by the keeper each day and filled with oil.

The appearance of the lighthouse has been
enhanced with renovations that took place in the 1990s.
The addition of a railed deck around the light affords
visitors an excellent view of the Bay of Fundy. The light-
house and property is operated by the Coast Guard, which
is responsible for upkeep and maintenance.

Betty Little says the lighthouse not only serves as
a navigation aid, but as an historical landmark and a tour-
ist attraction. “The Margaretsville Lighthouse is the place
where memories are made,” Ms Little says. “I know of
three marriages that have taken place in this unique loca-
tion over the years” She goes on to say that three families
have returned to the Lighthouse to scatter the ashes of a
deceased loved one at high tide in the Bay of Fundy.

The Margaretsville Lighthouse, which has been a
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lined with a black marker to ensure it was returned to its
proper resting place.

Lem had served as assistant keeper at Medway
Head for years, and ended up being the last full-time
keeper at Western Head, retiring when the Coast Guard
de-staffed his station. His wife Geraldine also worked at
Western Head, and I remember several hospitable visits
with the Moreaus at their lighthouse home.

Lemuel and Geraldine retired to Port Medway --
a couple of years ago I was lucky enough to be driving
through the community as Lem watched one of his sons
working by the side of the road. I stopped and we chatted
about the old days at Western Head.

Lemuel Moreau died on June 16 at the age of 84.
Geraldine passed away a few years earlier and Lem had
keenly felt her loss during his final years. Lemuel is sur-
vived by his six children.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!

will fly quickly now until the special day.

Folks interested in purchasing a beautiful Tom
Forrestall limited-edition print of historic Sambro Light-
house may contact Joanne McCormick at (902) 425-0350.
There are two prints from which to choose, and each print
is priced at $250.

This is a very meaningful gift for someone for whom you
care.

The jolly season is almost upon us, and the weeks

DOOMSDAY LIST

is is a partial list of Canadian lighthouses and
lightstation buildings in danger of being lost
through neglect and environmental conditions.

Please contact the editor with any suggestions or com-
ments.

Bear River, NS Decommissioned wooden lighthouse
Cape North, NS 1981 wooden lighthouse

Cape Roseway, NS Dwellings and old fog alarm building
Country Island, NS Keepers house (one house burned
in 2005)

Cross Island, NS Keepers houses

Devils Island, NS Wooden lighthouse and keeper’s house
Fish Fluke Point, NB Combined light and dwelling
French Point, NS Wooden lighthouse

Gannet Rock, NB 1831 wooden tower and attached con-
crete keepers’ house

Georges Island, NS Keeper’s house

Green Island, Richmond Co., NS Keeper’s house and
old lighthouse (one house burned in 2005)

Guyon Island, NS Keepers’ houses

Ingonish Island, NS Concrete lighthouse and keeper’s
house

Isaac’s Harbour, NS Combined dwelling/lighthouse
Keppel Island, NF Lighthouse, keepers’ houses, fog
alarm building, boat house

*Liscomb Island removed from list because keepers’
houses are now gone.

Margaree Island, NS Lighthouse and dwelling
Moshers Island, NS Keepers’ houses and small fog alarm
building

Peases Island, NS Keepers’ duplex

Queensport(Rook Island),NS Combined dwelling/light-
house

Sambro Island, NS Assistant keeper’s dwelling, Gas
House and fog alarm building

Seal Island, NS Radio operator’s house, barn
Southwest Point, Anticosti Island, QC

Saint Paul’s Island, NS Southwest lightkeepers house,
wireless operator’s house at Atlantic Cove

INAME:

The Lightkeeper is published by the NOVA SCOTIA LIGHTHOUSE PRESERVATION SOCIETY, c/o Maritime
Museum of the Atlantic, 1675 Lower Water Street, Halifax, B3J 1S3, Editor: Send items for publication to The
Lightkeeper, c/o Chris Mills, 1121 Ketch Harbour Road, Ketch Harbour, Nova Scotia, B3V 1K7, or e-mail ketch1 @
eastlink.ca. Deadline for December 2009 issue: December 20, 2009.

INSLPS MEMBERSHIP FORM: January 1 - December 31, 2010

ADDRESS:

E-MAIL:

[Family/Group names for extra cards:

New __ Renewal: Membership #
TELEPHONE:
POSTAL CODE:
CELL PHONE:

Single - $20.00 Institutional/Group - $30.00
Family - $25.00 Sustaining - $50.00
IAmount enclosed $

Please make cheques payable to the Nova Scotia Lighthouse Preservation Society
ail to: THE NOVA SCOTIA LIGHTHOUSE PRESERVATION SOCIETY
/o Maritime Museum of the Atlantic, 1675 Lower Water Street, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3J 1S3

Patron - $100.00
Foreign - $15.00 U.S. Funds, or equivalent.
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CAPE SABLE. JOSETTE D’ ENTREMONT
UpPER INSET: SID AND BETTY JUNE SMITH AT CAPE SABLE IN THE 1950s. Sip anp BETTY JUNE SMITH
LowEeR INSET: CAPE SABLE IN THE 1950s. Sip AND Berty JUNE SMITH
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